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Supporting families before, during, and after adopting Latin American children for over 30 years

LAPA

P.O. Box 339-340

Brooklyn, NY 11234

(718) 236-8689

http://www.LAPA.com
Who We Are

LAPA (Latin America Parents Association) is a support group that assists families before, during and after they adopt children from Latin America.  

LAPA is not an adoption agency and does not, in any way, profit from the adoption process. We are an all-volunteer organization comprised of families who have adopted, or who are in the process of adopting children from Latin America. LAPA volunteers have been helping people nationwide since 1975.

Mission

Simply stated, our mission is to provide accurate and timely information as well as support before, during, and after the adoption process. 

To accomplish our mission, we make accessible to our members: 

· A frequently updated Adoption Source Kit containing current information about sources and conditions within Latin America, as well as other useful information 

· Networking with families involved in all phases of the adoption process 

· Invitations to social, cultural, and educational events 

· Participation in international relief programs throughout Latin America

[image: image3.jpg]



LAPA for Life!

Consider the benefits of an ongoing LAPA membership:

· Our Adoption Source Kit, personal workshops, e-mail discussion list, and member network have helped hundreds of people select sources, navigate paperwork, and otherwise keep the sometimes daunting adoption process moving in the right direction

· While you're waiting for an assignment or waiting to travel, LAPA members will be there for you. We can answer questions, ease fears and doubts, provide information on procedures, contacts, travel, costs, etc.  

· Once you come home with your child, LAPA members organize a Welcome Home party, social events, cultural events, and more.  

· After your child begins school, LAPA can provide adoption awareness and educational books for your child's school library through our Judy Tartaglia Memorial Fund. 

· In addition, LAPA provides opportunities for you and your child to socialize and form friendships with other adoptive families like your own.   

· Your teenager can benefit from parent-free Teen Nights that involve lively, relevant discussions with other teenage and even adult adoptees about issues they face each day. 

· Adult adoptees can tap LAPA for information and resources to begin a search for birth families, if they so desire. LAPA even offers anonymous postal and e-mail addresses that can be used when contacting birth parents.

· And finally, even if you never participate in a single event, know that over 80 percent of your dues is sent to support the child-caring institutions in Latin America, perhaps the very ones your child lived in!

LAPA can help during every stage your family grows through!

How Does LAPA Support Itself Financially?

Dues paid by LAPA members each year and fees charged for our Adoption Source Kit have kept LAPA financially sound for over 30 years. Although we do receive donations (primarily for the Judy Fund), we do not fund-raise.
What Does LAPA Do with Your Dues Payments?

LAPA is run entirely by volunteers. We pay no salaries. We pay no rent. We have almost no administrative overhead.  Eighty percent of the monies we collect are returned as donations to child / birth mother-caring organizations in Latin America – the very organizations that may have cared for our children before we bring them home. The rest of the money pays for mailings, our ¿Que Tal? newsletter, and for events.  

What Is the "Judy Fund?"

The Judith Tartaglia Memorial Fund was conceived in 2004 to honor the memory of Judith Tartaglia as well as her life’s passions: children and reading. Judy was a librarian as well as a devoted mother to two boys adopted from Colombia. She was also a passionate supporter and friend of LAPA for over 14 years.

The Fund’s mission is to promote adoption awareness and education, and dispel myths about adoption by providing educational materials to libraries in every school district in which a LAPA child resides. The Fund is operated by LAPA and is wholly supported by donations specifically earmarked by LAPA members as well as Judy’s family and friends. 

How Can LAPA Help My Family?

The best way to convey how LAPA helps people and the benefits of being a LAPA Member for Life is to provide examples. Here are some excerpts from letters and e-mails sent to us that illustrate how LAPA fulfills its mission.
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LAPA is not an agency and we do not profit in any way from the adoption process. This allows us to provide unbiased and unfettered advice:

 “I am an adoption specialist in Maui and recently began a homestudy for someone wishing to adopt a Guatemalan child. They are currently working with [Agency X].

I have heard through the grapevine that [Agency X’s] reputation is questionable. However I know nothing about them. I would like to be able to advise these people. If you have information regarding this agency, please let me know. I am also an adoptive mother with a Guatemalan child. Your organization was very helpful to me 8 years ago.”
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LAPA provides accurate and timely information about Latin American adoptions to its members in several ways: in our comprehensive Adoption Source Kit, during our face-to-face adoption workshops, at our events, and by word-of-mouth from our members, many of whom have adopted from the same sources you may be interested in.

“We would like to know how much it costs to adopt a baby in Latin America?  We live in Kokomo, Indiana.  We have called some agencies and they didn't know anything about Latin America adoption. Could you help us?”  
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 “My husband and I are interested in receiving information on adopting a child from a Latin American country. I am unsure where to begin.”
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 “I recently found out about your organization through your website. I know you are a support organization, not an 

adoption agency. My mom is trying to adopt her sister's daughter. She has no father and my aunt has a terminal disease. My mom has no clue how to start the adoption process. Will joining LAPA help her get started?”
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 “My husband and I have made a few contacts and explored the web, but we have not yet obtained all the information we require to proceed with an adoption. We would love to know  more about international adoptions in Latin America. We are not sure where to begin.” 
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 “Thank you so much for the adoption source kit.  It is very informative and it answered many of my questions.  I can now  proceed with much more ease.  Looking forward to meeting you at the workshop.”

[image: image10.jpg]



 “My wife and I are in the process of trying to find an agency to work with to adopt a child in Guatemala.  Do you have recommendations on which agencies are the best, i.e. best placement records, most experience, etc.  We are a bit confused as to which agency to hang our hat with, but we would desperately like to start the process. We just don’t want to be scammed or taken advantage of, either here or in Guatemala.  We hope you might give us some guidance.”
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LAPA donates 80 percent of the funds it generates to child-caring organizations throughout Latin America:

“We received a check from LAPA for $1,000 and want to say thank you from the bottom of our hearts, on behalf of the Los Pisingos’ children for such generosity.”

[image: image12.jpg]



 “I and the entire staff of CRAN would like to thank you for the generous donation to our facility.  You are an integral part of CRAN  being able to continue the work we do.”
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 “We really appreciate your donation to the FANA family.  We are working hard to help more and more young mothers and children in our dear country.”
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 “Please extend our sincere appreciation to the members of LAPA who recently sent a check for $1,000 to support the work of LIMIAR.  We will be bringing a number of Brazilian children currently living in orphanages to the USA for gratis medical treatment.  We will be ear-marking your contribution for these children.”
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Some people think that LAPA only helps people while they are actually going through the adoption process. This couldn’t be further from the truth. Many issues related to adoption, ethnicity, and just plain old parenting arise as your children grow, and LAPA is there to help…for life:

“While researching various adoption support groups, I came across the LAPA website and became impressed with all of the support that you offer.  I wish my adoptive family and I used your support while I was growing up.“
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 “My husband and I adopted both of our daughters from La Casa de La Madre y El Nino. It is so hard for me to believe that our two darling Colombian babies are now 16 and 19 years old! How did that happen? It has been an adventure of a lifetime.” 
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 “My son and his parents are seeking insight, counseling referrals, support groups, doctors, intervention etc.  He was adopted from Colombia in 1990 and had a normal upbringing in an upper middle class family with all the love and affection possible. This past year he changed dramatically like many teens, and we're all having difficulty coping with his behavioral problems. Can you help us?”
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LAPA was founded over 30 years ago and the children of our early members are now adults.  Some of them are seeking help in searching for their birth parents. LAPA has responded by offering anonymous e-mail (name@lapa.com) and postal (e.g. the LAPA P.O. Box) addresses with forwarding service.

“My family and were members of LAPA in the 80's. I am now 22 years old and I'm looking for any information you may have about my family in Bogota, Colombia. I know this is a big step but this is something that I have to do for myself.“
[image: image19.jpg]



 “I am interested in finding my biological mother. I was born in Cajica , Colombia in July of 1984. If you have any information prior to the adoption process, that would be great.”

If you live in the New York metropolitan area, you can take advantage of the social, cultural, and informative events LAPA sponsors. These include an annual picnic, parenting events, Teen Nights, weekend getaway, and our very popular Latin Culture Night.

“We are parents of two children adopted from Guatemala in 1993, they are now pre-teens, both 12, girl and boy. We are very interested in attending Latin Culture Night.”
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Would love to get more information about Teen Night, and to attend. I have a boy, 13, adopted from Peru. Would like to speak with someone on info for this.
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"Thank you very much for your hospitality on Saturday!  The parenting meeting was very helpful and it was great to meet others going through the same things.  I appreciate your offer to guide us and answer questions. "
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	To learn more about LAPA -

The Latin America Parents Association

please visit http://www.LAPA.com
Contact us: info@LAPA.com
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